2012 Developmental Research (Pilot) Funds
Available for Head & Neck Cancer Research
University of Pittsburgh SPORE in Head & Neck Cancer
Update: Deadline Extended to January 3, 2012

The Head & Neck SPORE at the University of Pittsburgh supports a program to encourage the development of innovative new pilot projects in head & neck cancer research.  The overall goal of the Developmental Research Program is to provide seed funding to investigators for novel research in head & neck cancer to further the basic, clinical and translational research priorities of the Head & Neck Cancer SPORE. This program provides funding support, guidance and mentoring during the development and performance of projects.  Projects must involve research related directly to head & neck cancer. Areas of interest include, but are not limited to, cell biology, genetics, immunology, molecular carcinogenesis, epidemiology, biobehavioral oncology, high risk behaviors that lead to head & neck cancer, community outreach and education, chemoprevention, experimental therapeutics, and clinical investigations. These activities of the Developmental Research Program are expected to stimulate innovative research to meet the translational goals of the Head & Neck Cancer SPORE: reduction in the incidence, morbidity, and mortality from head & neck cancer.

Pilot project support is available on a competitive basis to all faculty of the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University. SPORE Developmental Research Projects should have a translational focus. Funding is for a maximum of $35,000 for one year with the option for renewal for a second year if the project is progressing successfully. Up to two applications may be funded.

To apply, researchers should submit the application form; including a five-page description of the project (see Policy and Procedures with the application form). Reviewers will evaluate the scientific quality of the application, innovation, the potential for definitive results within one year, stimulation of collaboration among investigators towards the goals of the SPORE, the likelihood of progression to a full translational SPORE project or investigator-initiated project in the near future, the translational potential of the work, and its potential reducing head & neck cancer incidence, mortality, and enhancing quality of life. For details, applicants should see the Policy and Procedures document. Applicants may wish to contact investigators involved in Head & Neck, Lung or Skin Cancer SPOREs for advice and/or collaborations (list appended to the Policy and Procedures document).  Applications for the current funding cycle are due no later than January 3, 2012.  

For copies of the Application Form and Policies and Procedures document, see http://www.upci.upmc.edu/spore/headneck or email Ms.Nancy Lee Federoff, SPORE Administrator, at federoffnl@upmc.edu.  For scientific guidance or additional information, contact Robert L. Ferris, MD, PhD, via email at ferrisrl@upmc.edu.
 

  


	Head & Neck SPORE at the University of Pittsburgh
Developmental Research Program (year 02 cycle 1)
	DUE BY:  01/03/2012

	Application Form for Research Grant Support
	FORM MUST BE TYPEWRITTEN

	Principal Investigator
	
	
	

	
	(Last Name, First Name, Middle Initial)
	PI Telephone #
	

	Rank (e.g., Assoc. Prof.)
	
	
	

	Primary Department
	
	PI Fax Number
	

	Mailing Address
	
	
	

	
	
	PI Email Address
	

	
	
	
	

	Is PI a Basic or Translational/Clinical Researcher (circle appropriate one)
	
	

	CoPrincipal Investigator
	
	

	
	(Last Name, First Name, Middle Initial)
	Topic

	Rank (e.g., Assoc. Prof.)
	
	___   Molecular/Cell Biology/Genetics  

	Primary Department
	
	___   Immunology

	Is CoPI a Basic or Translational/Clinical Researcher (circle one)
	___   Prevention and Control

	Title of Project
	
	___   Clinical Investigations

	
	
	___   Other (specify)

	
	
	

	
	
	ORCA Checklist to be Completed:

	Human Subjects
	Yes _____      No _____
	___ One PDF emailed to
        HNSPOREDRP@Gmail.com

	
	IRB Approval Date       ____/____/______
	___ This cover page

	Vertebrate Animals
	Yes _____      No _____   
	___ All data critical to the review must  
       be included in text of proposal

	
	IACUC Approval Date ____/____/______
	___ Description of research project - 
       maximum 5 pages 

	Total Cost of Project
	_______________  
	___ Translational significance- max ½  
       pg.

	Proposed SPORE Investigator/Mentor: ________________________
__________________________________________________________
	___ Biosketch for each investigator using 
       form PHS 398/FF or newer form

	If an award is made, the awardee will abide by all guidelines
	___ Detailed methods may be appended

	established by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) or IACUC of the
	___ Budget detail - use form PHS 
       398/DD or newer form

	University of Pittsburgh, in addition to any cooperative
	___ Budget justification - in text

	agreements between the University IRB or IACUC and other institutions.
	___ Other Funding Support using form
       PHS398/FF or newer form

	
	If a clinical trial, patients, or animals are involved:

	Signature of Principal Investigator                                    Date
	___ the protocol is appended

	
	___ IRB or IACUC approval letters 
       appended

	Signature of Principal Investigator’s Supervisor              Date
	

	

	Submit proposal via E- Mail to: 
	 HNSPOREDRP@Gmail.com 

	Address Scientific or Translational Questions to:
	Robert L. Ferris, MD, PhD
ferrisrl@upmc.edu



Funding Opportunities:   Pilot Project Program

Policy and Procedures

University of Pittsburgh Head & Neck Cancer SPORE
Developmental Research (Pilot Project) Program

POLICY

The University of Pittsburgh Head & Neck Cancer SPORE has established a program to encourage the development of pilot research projects in head & neck cancer. The overall goal of the Developmental Research Program is to provide seed funding to investigators for novel research in head & neck cancer to further the basic, clinical, and translational research priorities of the Head & Neck Cancer SPORE.  This program provides funding support, guidance and mentoring during the development and performance of projects. Projects must involve research related directly to head & neck cancer. Areas of interest include, but are not limited to, cell biology, genetics, immunology, molecular carcinogenesis, epidemiology, biobehavioral oncology, high risk behaviors that lead to head and neck cancer, community outreach and education, chemoprevention, experimental therapeutics, and clinical investigations. These activities of the Developmental Research Program will stimulate innovative research toward meeting the translational goals of the Head & Neck Cancer SPORE: reduction in the incidence, morbidity, and mortality from head & neck cancer.  Pilot project support is available on a competitive basis to all faculty members of the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University.  SPORE Developmental Research Projects should have a PI and a Co-PI, one a basic research scientist and the other, a clinical/translational researcher.  Proposals for these projects are usually solicited once per year. This is a special solicitation for which proposals are due January, 2012 and funding will be available February 1, 2012. Proposals are for a maximum of $35,000 for one year with the option for renewal for a second year if the project is progressing successfully and funds are available. 

Principal Investigators of projects selected for funding will be required to present an update of their work at least semi-annually to facilitate the progress of the project.  It is anticipated that these pilot projects will result in the collection of enough sufficient preliminary data to result in future peer-reviewed funding.

Investigators Applicants may wish to contact investigators involved in the Head & Neck SPORE for advice and/or collaborations.  These individuals are listed on the following pages.

For a copy of the application form, see http://www.upci.upmc.edu/spore/headneck or contact Ms. Nancy Lee Federoff, Head and Neck SPORE Administrator, via email at federoffnl@upmc.edu. For scientific guidance or additional information, contact Robert L. Ferris, MD, PhD, ferrisrl@upmc.edu.

REVISED PROCEDURES (based on new grant year scheduling) 

The following procedure will be followed for the program:
	
To apply, researchers should submit the application form, including a five-page description of the project.  Reviewers will evaluate the scientific quality of the application, innovation, the potential for definitive results within one year, stimulation of collaboration among investigators towards the goals of the SPORE, the likelihood of progression to a full translational SPORE project or investigator-initiated project in the next year or two, the translational potential of the work, and its potential reducing head & neck cancer incidence, mortality, and enhancing quality of life.  In no more than ½ page, the applicant should describe the translational potential of the project to have an impact on the diagnosis, treatment and/or prevention of head & neck cancer.  Detailed methodology may be appended, but all data critical to the review should be included in the text of the proposal.  If examination of patients, animals, or a clinical trial is involved, a copy of the approved protocol should be appended together with an indication of its status relative to UPCI, IRB, and/or IACUC review.

A detailed budget (PHS 398 form DD) along with a detailed budget justification should be provided demonstrating the need for funding.  A biographical sketch (PHS 398 form FF) should be provided for all investigators, including other funds available to the laboratory (other support), along with an indication of the extent to which the proposed project is distinct from the supported studies.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Submission of original proposal via E- Mail to HNSPOREDRP@Gmail.com. 

For review, the Developmental Research Program Leaders will assign one primary and at least two secondary reviewers from the Developmental Research Program Review Committee (comprised of the Head & Neck SPORE Executive Committee and the Developmental Research Program Leaders) and an external/ad hoc secondary reviewer (if needed) to each proposal, and distribute the applications to all Developmental Research Program Review Committee members. External/ad hoc reviewers from the UPCI, UPMC-HS, and CMU and from outside the institution, such as members of the Head & Neck and Lung Cancer SPORE External Advisory Boards or senior investigators from other SPOREs, will be invited to participate as needed. Reviewers will each prepare a written critique of the proposal using the NIH review system. These critiques will be distributed to the Committee.  A final funding decision and budget determination of the approved proposals will then be made by the Developmental Research Program Review Committee. Each investigator submitting a proposal may suggest a Head & Neck SPORE investigator who will serve as a mentor during the course of their study and take responsibility for ensuring that the translational aims of the developmental research project are achieved. The Committee and/or Developmental Research Program Leaders will determine who will serve as the mentor for each funded project.

Applicants may wish to contact investigators involved in Head & Neck and Lung Cancer SPOREs for advice and/or collaborations (see next two pages).  For scientific guidance or additional information, contact Robert L. Ferris, MD, PhD, ferrisrl@upmc.edu.





SPORE in Head & Neck Cancer at the University of Pittsburgh
Director/Associate Director, Project Principal Investigators,
Core Leaders and Program Directors

Principal Investigator					Jennifer Rubin Grandis, M.D.
Co-Principal Investigators					Robert L. Ferris, M.D., Ph.D.
								Jonas T. Johnson, M.D.
								

Principal Investigators, Research Projects:

Project 1:  Pathway and GWAS SNPs: Role in SCCHN Risk, Outcome and Treatment Response
Brenda Diergaarde, Ph.D., Joel Weissfeld, M.D., M.P.H., Marjorie Romkes, Ph.D.

Project 2: Inhibition of the STAT3 Network
Jennifer R. Grandis, M.D., Daniel Johnson, Ph.D.

Project 3:  Cellular Immunity and Immune Escape from EGFR Antibody Therapy 
Robert Ferris, M.D., Ph.D., Soldano Ferrone, M.D., Ph.D, Theresa Whiteside, Ph.D

Project 4:  Therapeutic Mechanisms of Co-Targeting of EGFR Src Family Kinases 
Jill Siegfried, Ph.D., Jennifer R. Grandis, M.D., 

Cores:

Administrative Core						Jennifer R. Grandis, M.D.
								Robert L. Ferris, M.D., Ph.D.
								Jonas T. Johnson, M.D.
								

Histology/Tissue Banking Core				Raja Seethala, M.D.
								Simion Chiosea, M.D.

Biostatistics Core						Dan Normolle, Ph.D.
								William W. Gooding, M.S.
								Anil Parwani, M.D., Ph.D.

Programs:

Career Development Program				Theresa L. Whiteside, Ph.D.
								Jonas T. Johnson, M.D.

Developmental Research Program			William L. Bigbee, Ph.D.
								Susanne M. Gollin, Ph.D.
								Jonas T. Johnson, M.D.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]

