
 
 

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION COURSES 
AT UPMC CANCER CENTERS 

 
Foundations to Practice: 

Oncology Emergencies and Advanced Cancer Issues 
 

Fall Session – Wednesday, October 1, 2008 
 

This course addresses various oncologic emergencies, bone marrow depression, DIC, and 
thrombotic events.  Bone marrow immunosuppression and end-of-life issues are also 
addressed. 
 
This course is strongly recommended as a prerequisite for the Comprehensive 
Chemotherapy and Biological Therapies Course.   
 
Time & Location: This course takes place on the UPMC Shadyside campus in the Cancer 
Pavilion, on the Second Floor in the Herberman Conference Center, 5150 Centre Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15232.  Registration and breakfast begin at 7:30 a.m. and lectures begin 
promptly at 8:00 a.m. Course concludes at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Who Should Attend: This course addresses the needs of registered nurses, pharmacists, 
social workers, and other members of the health care team who care for oncology patients 
in the acute care, outpatient, extended care, rehabilitation and home care settings.  Nurses 
and other health care professionals involved in cancer care, or those who wish to expand 
their knowledge of cancer care, are also welcome to attend. 
 
All courses are sponsored by UPMC Cancer Centers. UPMC Cancer Centers, working in 
tandem with the University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute (UPCI), the regionÕs only National 
Cancer Institute-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center, provides multi-disciplinary 
expertise in cancer care for Western Pennsylvania through their many prevention, 
diagnosis, treatment, research, and educational activities.       
 
The faculty consists of nurse clinicians, oncology educators, advanced practice nurses, 
pharmacists, and other clinical practitioners with expertise in cancer care at UPMC Cancer 
Centers, UPCI, and the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC). In accordance 
with disclosure requirements, any information about relationships of presenters with 
commercial interests will be made available on the day of the course.  
 
Continuing Education Credit: The University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) is an 
approved provider of continuing nursing education by PA State Nurses Association, an 
accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing CenterÕs Commission on 
Accreditation. Participants who attend the entire day, complete an evaluation form, and 
attain a passing score of 85% on the homework will be awarded a certificate and 6.8 
contact hours. 
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Registration Information: All UPMC employees are required to register for educational 
programs through uLearn.  uLearn is accessed by logging into MY HUB on the UPMC 
Infonet.  A User Guide is available on the uLearn home page.  Manager approval may be 
required for some programs for some employees.  If you receive this notice when enrolling, 
please notify your manager of your interest in the program. 
 
The registration fee for this individual course is $75. If registration is received for the entire 
Foundations to Practice series, the total cost is $300.  The registration fee includes 
program materials and morning & afternoon refreshments. Tuition is waived for employees 
of UPMC Cancer Centers, UPCI, UPMC, University of Pittsburgh, and affiliates. 
 
Deadline for registration is one week before the course date. No refunds will be made for 
cancellations received less than one week prior to the course date. No refunds will 
be made for non-cancelled absence. Employees should review their confirmation letter 
for information on canceling. 
 
Confirmation letters are emailed to all registrants. Confirmation letters contain directions to 
the site and information on parking as well as other details. If you have any questions, 
need more information, or do not receive confirmation prior to the course, contact 
Karen Tondera, at (412) 623-3652. The program sponsors reserve the right to make 
changes or cancel the program because of unforeseen circumstances. 
 
Cancellation Policy: 
• If you cannot attend any course for any reason, you need to directly notify the course 

registrar by calling 412-623-3652 and leave a voice mail message or email Karen S. 
Tondera at tonderaks@upmc.edu. 

• Participants who are NOT UPMC employees who cancel less than 1 week prior or do 
not attend, will not have the registration fee refunded. 

• UPMC Employees who do not cancel and do not attend will have their unit billed the full 
registration fee and manager notified.   

• If you have a question regarding course changes, cancellation or storm warning, 
Òcourse statusÓ announcements will be available at 412-623-3652. 

• If Pittsburgh Public Schools are closed due to weather conditions, our course are 
cancelled. (Course schedule is not changed by school delays). 

• For any adverse weather conditions, please use your best judgment. 
 
 

UPMC facilities are handicap accessible. We encourage participation by all individuals. 
If you have a disability, advance notification of any special needs will help us to better 
serve you. Please notify us of your needs at least two weeks in advance of the 
program. 
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FOUNDATIONS TO PRACTICE: ONCOLOGY EMERGENCIES 
AND ADVANCED CANCER ISSUES 

 
Fall Session – Wednesday, October 1, 2008 

 
Objectives 

 
At the end of the course, participants should be able to:  
 
 List the laboratory findings diagnostic of SIADH 
 Describe the signs and symptoms of superior vena cava syndrome 
 Explain the risks of tumor lysis syndrome 
 Identify management measures for bone metastasis 
 Discuss the normal range of reactions to death and dying 
 Summarize pericardial and pleural effusions 
 Identify symptoms of increased intracranial pressure 
 List the coagulopathies associated with cancer and its treatment 
 Explain why some antineoplastic drugs cause bone marrow depression 
 Identify risk factors for infections and the role of antibiotic therapy 
 Recognize common signs and symptoms of hypercalcemia 
 Name 2 presenting signs of spinal cord compression 
 Demonstrate learning has occurred in this program as evidenced by successful 

completion of homework 
Course Content 

 
 Oncology Emergencies 

• Syndrome of Inappropriate Anti-diuretic Hormone (SIADH) 
• Superior Vena Cava Syndrome (SVCS) 
• Increased Intracranial Pressure (ICP) 
• Effusions 
• Bone Metastasis 
• Hypercalcemia 
• Tumor Lysis Syndrome (TLS) 
• Spinal Cord Compression (SCC) 
• Disseminated Intravascular Coagulation (DIC) 
• Thromboembolytic Events 

 
 Bone Marrow Depression (BMD) 
 
 End-of-Life Issues  
 
 Infections in the Immunocompromised Patient and Antibiotic Therapy 
 
 
 


